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Downtown Punta Gorda  
Farmers Market 

Welcome from the Market Manager 

Greetings all. December is here and with that comes cooler days, more vendors, more 

customers and Holiday Cheer. 

Remember the market for your holiday gift shopping. We have a great variety of unique 

handmade gifts. 

Mark Your Calendars: 

December 11th is the Christmas Parade. The vendors that are usually located along Tay-

lor St. will be relocated into the parking lot area near the other vendors. May your holi-

days be happy and safe! 

We will be closed Christmas Day and hope you enjoy the holiday with loved ones. We 

will be open on New Year’s Day. It’s a great way to spend the first day of the new year. 

Eating healthy, getting fresh air, socializing, and shopping locally. It’s also a nice event 

to bring your guests and neighbors to. 

Check the local calendars for all of the other fun festivities in Punta Gorda and sur-

rounding areas so you can come spend the day downtown each Saturday in December 

(Except Christmas Day, December 25th.) *keep a cooler in the car 

MARKET HOURS 

RAIN OR SHINE EVERY       
SATURDAY (UNLESS UNDER 
SEVERE WEATHER ADVISO-
RY) 

OCTOBER—APRIL 8AM-1PM 

MAY-SEPTEMBER 8AM-12PM 



 Produce 

 Meat 

 Seafood 

 Dairy 

 Bakeries 

 International Pre-

pared Foods 

 Art and Crafts 

 Commercial Services 

 Non-Profits 

 Health & Beauty 

 Jewelry 

 Plants 

 Fresh flowers (in 

season) 

 Clothing 

 Home Décor 

 And More! 

VENDOR 
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CATAGORIES 

DECEMBER 

ENTERTAINMENT 
LINEUP  

 
11/27 Al and Julie 
12/4 Danny Beach 

12/11 Terry Dotson 

12/18 Steel Drums 

12/25  MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 
Music makes the market 
festive and fun!  
Please support the local Mu-
sicians, as they play for your 
enjoyment and tips. 

Find the SNAP/EBT booth, swipe your EBT card, get your 

tokens. You will receive two different colored tokens. Dou-

bling your swipe. For example, take $20.00 off your card, 

you will get $20.00 for one color and automatically an addi-

tional $20.00 of another color token. $40.00 to spend. 

Exchange SNAP tokens with participating vendors around 

the market for SNAP-eligible items: fruits and vegetables, 

bread products, meat, fish, poultry, eggs, dairy products, 

seeds & plants which produce food to be taken home to eat. 

Exchange grant provided green FAB tokens for Florida-

grown produce, plants, and seeds that produce food. 

SNAP and FAB tokens do not expire. 

Green FAB tokens can be used at any FAB market. SNAP 

Tokens are unique to the market where you received them 

and can only be spent at that market. 

The grant mentioned was put in place to help our farmers. 

Many public-school students are getting P-EBT cards that 
qualify. If you have not received yours contact the school or 
DCF. 

PSA’s 
Downtown events are coming back.  
Please check here to see what’s go-
ing on in the City. 
https://puntagordachamber.com/
calendar-events/ 
With social distancing, some ven-
dors may be in different locations. 
Look around, as there are new and 
returning vendors all the time. En-
joy! 

Take Care of Rover! 
Every market is like a mini dog pa-
rade. Please be mindful of 
Hydration which is very important 
for Fido & Fifi due to the heat and 
stress. 

WELCOME NEW AND 

RETURNING VENDORS 

Throughout the newsletter cer-

tain areas of the market will be 

indicated to help you find a spe-

cific vendor. 

You will find the map on the last 

page of the Newsletter. 

Sections are: 

 Herald Court 

 Taylor St. 

 Parking Lot 

 Sullivan St. 

 Parking Garage (coming 
Soon!) 

Locations are subject to change 
when we have to share market 
space with other events. 

MARKET 

SECTION NAMES 

“We’re looking forward to bringing our family when they visit for the holidays. We love to 
cook together and this is always they best place to start!” ~ Jerry B. 

Market Closed Christmas Day 

Market OPEN New Year Day 

Returning vendors: 

-Greek Cliché servinging 

Greek food 

-Karina's Kitchen offers 

good ol’ home style cooking 

-Only Silver makes all 

stainless jewelry 

-Tie-dye Clothing and Jew-

elry 

-Eileen’s Toffee is a secret 

family recipe of non-stick 

toffee 

New Vendors: 

-One Broke Broad featur-

ing gluten free goods 

-Nuts Galore has your fa-

vorite roasted nuts for 

snacking 

-Fresh Cut Flowers are 

back with bouquets and 

custom floral arrange-

ments 

-Musicians’ Room of-

fers used and vintage gui-

tars 

-Gourmet Gardener will 

build a garden for you and 

has all the plants and sup-

plies 

-On-site Knife Sharpening 

for your sharpening needs 

-Island Creations makes 
custom decaled mugs and 
accessories 
-Punta Gorda Sailing Club 
As season continues 

more vendors will be 

returning & joining. 

This will require some 

rearrangements. Be 

sure to give yourself 

enough time to really 

peruse 
Market Closed Christmas Day 

Market OPEN New Year Day 

Market Closed Christmas Day 

Market OPEN New Year Day 

Until Jan 1, 2022 when we will 
match $40.00. (Swipe for $40 
and have $80 to spend.) 

2021 
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Blackened Florida Grouper Sandwiches 
https://www.followfreshfromflorida.com/recipes/florida-blackened-grouper-sandwich 

Items to purchase at market are Red 
 4 (6-ounce) Florida grouper fillets 

2 tablespoons blackened seasoning (your favorite) 

4 bread rolls, toasted 

1 cup Florida romaine, shredded 

1 large Florida tomato, sliced 

1 lemon, juiced 

Oil for cooking 

1/4 cup Florida Avocado Remoulade sauce 
See below 

PREPARATION: 

Preheat a large sauté pan (or cast-iron skillet) over medium-high heat. Generously season fish with 

blackened seasoning on both sides. Add oil to pan and sauté fillets 2-3 minutes per side or until cooked 

through. Squeeze the juice of the lemon over the cooked grouper fillets and remove them from the heat. 

To assemble sandwich, spread an even amount of the remoulade on each side of the inside of each bun. 
Add an even amount of lettuce and tomato to the bottom of each bun. Add a blackened grouper fillet to 
each of the lettuce and tomato dressed buns. Add another dollop of remoulade sauce if desired and top 
with sandwich with the top of the bun. Serve sandwich warm with extra remoulade on the side. 

INGREDIENTS  
Items to purchase at market are Red 
½ Florida avocado 

½ cup mayonnaise 

½ cup sour cream 

2 tablespoons spicy mustard 

1 tablespoon prepared horseradish 

 

1 teaspoon hot sauce 

(your favorite) 

1 lemon, juiced 

1 tablespoon smoked paprika 

1 tablespoon all-purpose seasoning (your favorite) 

PREPARATION: 

Combine all ingredients and mix well. Store in refrigerator until ready to use. 

Fresh tip: Remoulade sauce pairs well with chicken, pork, seafood, and vegetables. 

INGREDIENTS  

Florida Avocado Remoulade Sauce 
https://www.followfreshfromflorida.com/recipes/florida-avocado-remoulade-sauce 

From our hearts to yours, 

“Merry Christmas and 

joyous Holidays!” 



Holidays & Events 

11/27 OPEN Sullivan St. craft show 

12/6 Last Day of Hanukkah 

12/7 Pearl Harbor 

 Remembrance Day 

12/11 Christmas Parade 

12/13 National Guard Birthday 

12/15 Bill of Rights Day 

12/21 December Solstice 

12/24 Christmas Eve 

12/25 Christmas Day CLOSED 

12/26 Kwanza (1st Day) 

12/31 New Year’s Eve 

1/1/2022 Happy New Year OPEN  

 

Please check here to see what’s going on in 

the City. 

https://puntagordachamber.com/calendar

-events/ 

and 

https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda-fl/all 

Christmas Day 

The traditional Christmas narrative, 
the Nativity of Jesus, delineated in 
the New Testament says that Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem, in accord-
ance with messianic prophecies. 
When Joseph and Mary arrived in 
the city, the inn had no room and so 
they were offered a stable where 
the Christ Child was soon born, 
with angels proclaiming this news to 
shepherds who then spread the 
word.  

Although the month and date of 
Jesus' birth are unknown, the church in the early fourth century fixed the date as Decem-
ber 25. This corresponds to the date of the winter solstice on the Roman calendar. It is 
exactly nine months after Annunciation on March 25, also the date of the spring equinox. 
Most Christians celebrate on December 25 in the Gregorian calendar, which has been 
adopted almost universally in the civil calendars used in countries throughout the world. 
However, part of the Eastern Christian Churches celebrate Christmas on December 25 of 
the older Julian calendar, which currently corresponds to January 7 in the Gregorian 
calendar. For Christians, believing that God came into the world in the form of 
man to atone for the sins of humanity, rather than knowing Jesus' exact birth date, is 
considered to be the primary purpose in celebrating Christmas.  

 Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and days, starting on the 25th day 
of Kislev according to the Hebrew calendar, which may occur at any time from 

late November to late December in the Gregorian calendar. The festival is observed by lighting the 
candles of a candelabrum with nine branches, commonly called a menorah or hanukkiah. One 
branch is typically placed above or below the others and its candle is used to light the other eight 

candles. This unique candle is called 
the shamash (Hebrew: ַׁשָּמׁש " , attendant"). Each night, 
one additional candle is lit by the shamash until all 
eight candles are lit together on the final night of the 
festival. Other Hanukkah festivities include sing-
ing Hanukkah songs, playing the game of dreidel and 
eating oil-based foods, such as latkes and sufganiyot, 
and dairy foods. Since the 1970s, the world-
wide Chabad Hasidic movement has initiated public 
menorah lightings in open public places in many 
countries. 

Market Closed  

Christmas Day 

Market OPEN New Year Day 

 

Observed annually in the United 
States on December 7, to remember and 
honor the 2,403 Americans who were 
killed in the Japanese surprise attack on 
Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on December 7, 
1941, which led to the United States 
declaring war on Japan the next day and 
thus entering World War II. 

 U.S. National Guard Birthday 
The National Guard is part of the military reserve components of the United 
States Army and the United States Air Force; composed of National Guard 
military members or units of each state and the territories of Guam, 
the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia, for a total of 54 
separate organizations. Under the dual control of the state governments and 
the federal government all members of the National Guard of the United 
States are also members of the organized militia of the United States as 
defined by 10 U.S.C. § 246.  Local militias were formed from the earli-
est English colonization of the Americas in 
1607. The first colony-wide militia was formed 
by Massachusetts in 1636 by merging small 
older local units, and several National Guard 
units can be traced back to this militia. The 
various colonial militias became state militias 
when the United States became independent. 
The title "National Guard" was used in 1824 
by some New York State militia units, named 
after the French National Guard in honor of 
the Marquis de Lafayette. "National Guard" 
became a standard nationwide militia title in 
1903, and specifically indicated reserve forces 
under mixed state and federal control since 
1933. 

Hanukkah 

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

See You 

Next 

Year! 

See You 

Next 

Year! 

The United States Bill of Rights comprises the first ten amendments to 
the United States Constitution. Proposed following the often bitter 1787–
88 debate over the ratification of the Constitution and written to address 
the objections raised by Anti-Federalists, the Bill of Rights amendments 
add to the Constitution specific guarantees of personal freedoms 
and rights, clear limitations on the government's power in judicial and 
other proceedings, and explicit declarations that all powers not specifical-
ly granted to the federal government by the Constitution are reserved to 
the states or the people. 



 Baca Bread 
Betty Jo Baca and Ron Katz specialize in 

Challah Bread. “Challah means “bread” in 

Hebrew and is a traditional kosher Jewish 

bread. The bread is made in eight flavors 

which are Plain, Wheat, Vegan, Sundried 

tomato, Gluten friendly, NY Rye, Cinna-

mon-Rains, Onion rolls, Sesame/Poppy, 

and Croutons. 

The couple have been in business for three 

years and at that time they joined our Mar-

ket. 

“Being Jewish, I wanted to make Challahs for friends and family and to introduce Challah to everyone. It 

is a great and healthy bread,” said Betty Jo.  “Challah takes several steps to make. The dough is divided 

into three rods and then braided before baking.” 

When asked about their favorite things while at the market, the response was, “We love meeting people 

and making them hungry with recipes they can make themselves. We love the other vendors and really 

enjoy dog watching when we get a chance to breath.” 

Betty Jo and Ron are very proud to announce that as of January 25th, 2021, their bakery was koshered by 

the Punta Gorda Rabbi, Rabbi Jacobson. It took Rabbi 2.5 hours to kosher the entire bakery and every-

thing the bread is made with and 

in. They have the signed certifica-

tion hanging in their bakery, 

where there is also a camera so 

the Rabbi can zoom in and see 

that everything is kosher. 

Baca Bread can be found at the 
Market year-round, and they do 
accept SNAP/EBT. Their website 
is currently under construction, 
in the meantime find them on 
Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/Baca-Bread-
1352091918272368/?
ref=page_internal 

Jody’s Painted Treasures 
Frank and Jody Skorek make and 

sell fun hand-crafted beachy in-

spired repurposed furniture, jewelry, 

and signs. All items are made from 

different materials.  

Their products are excellent as Flori-

da home décor and gifts. They will 

even do custom orders. 

Frank and Jody are year-round ven-

dors who love being at the market 

every week meeting new customers 

along with the other great vendors. 

“It’s like one big happy Family.” 

Check out their work at their Face-
book page:  
https://www.facebook.com/Jodys-
Painted-Treasures-
874984829238170 



Incase you Missed it! 



MARKET MAP 
 

Down Town Punta Gorda Farmer’s Market is located in the heart of Punta Gorda. 

Map search the Herald Court Center Free Public Parking Garage : 

117 Herald Court 

Punta Gorda, FL 33950  

 

From The North 

Take Interstate 75 to Exit 164 (Duncan Rd/Marion Ave) and head West into 

Downtown, turn left onto Taylor, then left onto Herald Ct. and a right into the free 

parking garage; or take U.S. Highway 41 (Tamiami Trail), into Downtown, turn left 

onto Olympia Ave., observe for parking or continue to 41 N, make a left and another 

quick left onto Herald Ct. and a left into the free parking garage. 

 

From The East 

Head West on Highway 17 (Duncan Rd/Marion Ave), turn left onto Taylor, then left 

onto Herald Ct. and a right into the free parking garage. 

 

From The South 

Take Interstate 75 to Exit 164 and head West into Downtown, turn left onto Taylor, 

then left onto Herald Ct. and a right into the free parking garage; or take U.S. 

Highway 41 (Tamiami Trail), into Downtown, turn left onto Herald Ct., observe for 

parking or continue into the free parking garage on the left. 

 

From The West 

You’re already here! Corner of Olympia and Taylor. Every Saturday!  YOUR LOGO HERE 

DIRECTIONS 

Market Vendor Locations Customer Parking 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Facebook for Punta Gorda Cham-

ber:   

https://www.facebook.com/

PuntaGordaChamber/ 

Facebook for Downtown Mer-

chant’s Association:  

https://www.facebook.com/

DMAPG/?ref=settings 

Facebook for Saturday Farmer’s 

Market:   

https://www.facebook.com/

PuntaGordaFarmersMarket/ 

URL for Saturday Farmer’s Mar-

ket:   

www.puntagordafarmersmarket.c

om 

URL for Punta Gorda Chamber:  

 www.puntagordachamber.com 

  

Herald Court 

Taylor St. 

Parking Lot 

Sullivan St. 


